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tendency of our r boly relg on to Wee or- 


e is 1. 


der, good government, an 
difputable T0 © invalidate this 
ty of the nk gg we find the infide! pleading, that 
excellent ſyſtem of doctrines was doubtleſs the 


contrivance of — ee e a to reſtrain, the 


1 9 nn aang ns of the human heart. 
| Res which, 
tal bliſs, affords the" moſt important maxims of 
dom to dire& our preſent conduct, and the moſt 
fectual reſtraints for the corrupt propenſities of kv 
man nature. In kis W n than by his pro- 
vidence, is Jehovah pleaſed to expreſs a parental care 


for our happineſs in this world. There we arg taught 


the important leflons of induſtry, economy, and pru- 
dence, and warned againſt thoſe ruinous paths to 
which youth and inexperience, as well as a —_ 
temper expoſe us. The facred volume is inde 

a ſtranger to that machivalian policy, ſo neceſſary to 


promote the purpoſes of a lawleſs ambition; but in 


every ſphere in which we can be called to act, he who 
— to unite dignity and uſefulneſs, with a good con- 
ſcience, may find in the ſcriptures a light to his feet, 
and a lamp to his paths. Copying after the model 
thers prefatdod; ki wh ever of norably, he will 


compel reſpect, he cannot fail to be uſeful. + Infinite 


ent—ſtill will we glory in a 
it opens the way to immor- 
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wiſdom VETS uſe. of the obſerving and 1 i 
| E of Solomon to communicate thoſe ethical - ob. 
| Political remarks, which more immediately relate to | 
economy of human life, and which ſo much a. 
hound in his writin —Among theſe, the aphoriſm, 
mn the text leads to ſeveral obſervations not entirely 
foreign to the preſent occaſion.— The odject of the 
following diſcourſe will be— 
| To ilutrate the general obſervation ic de text, 
bh that one ſinner deſttoys much good. 3 
„Ap, to attempt an 282 to this queſtion, which k 
| the ſubje&t natural R Vix. whence wicked : 


nn . 


1 1 OA: to the propoſed method let us 2 
3 Fixs r attend to — robs gg of this truth, chat 
= particular Kind of good is 
r is obſervabl® that no | 
8 * are left to apply the obſervation 
to er which creatures can enjoy, 
2 a truth that one finner de- 
ſtroys much good.—Sin is miſery.—At is the bane of 
every thing which . deſerves the appellation of good 
and blaſts every blefling, which Wye kind parent of | 
univerſe beſtows upon his N e has expelled 
the morning ſtars of glo xy Foes their original heaven, 
and baniſhed man from his primeval iſe. Of all 
the multiplied ſorrows attendant on human life, ſin is 
the fruitful ſource.—The celebrated Milton did not 
exhibit the creature of a poetical fancy, but a ſolemn 
truth, when he repreſented ſin bringing forth death. 
But however general the obſervation, the inſpired 
A writer, doubtlels had ſome particular kind of good 
* more ſpecially in view ; and which, from the connec- 
tion, appears to be political or national —The 
text ſtands. in connection with this ſentence, «wiſdom 
is better than weapons of war;“ that is, wiſe and pru- | 
b- dent meaſures often ſecure to a nation Fur; and 
honorably, without danger, and without ce, thoſe 
dleſſings and privileges, which raſh and men 
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 -  FederalGovernment under the cruelinjurich, and con 3 
= 3k mercial depredations, both of England and France; 3 
— wiſdom is better than weapons of war; this obſerva: _ 
tion is immediately followed by the text; but one 
finner deſtroyeth much good When in fuch n+ We 
tional embarraſſments the voice of wiſdom is diſre- | 4 
garded, and ſome raſh counſellor” prevails to hurry'a n 
nation into arms, we then have a glaring conviction 
| of this truth, that one ſinner deſtroyeth much 
Glory to him who ſtill affords America his divine 
2 and 3 that he has N > 3 
om following ſuch pernicious counſels ; by many f£ _ 
r 


writer had à more 


Piet — r n 

i reference to ich it appears 
had, till, che unlimited nature of 2 
was doubtleſs ed to teach us, that fin is deſtruc- 


Or this truth, the proofs are ſo numerous; that the 
is to ſelect thoſe which are calculated to im- 
with the deepeſt conviction g 


| day affords a new 
of its truth. 297 ; 


Wia ruin does the ſinner bring upon himſelf ? u He 
who doeth” this deftroyeth his own ſbul, is the lan- * 
| of inſpiration.” Such is the nature and faculties of 
ſoul, its vaſt ſuſceptibUity both of pleaſure 


- 


der the tokens of his diſpleaſure. He who rebels a- 
gainſt his maker—hardens his heart in impenitency, 
and rejects the offers of reconciliation and peace, def- 
ways own foul, and with it, all that good which 
he is capicitated to receive in the enjoyment of his 
Maker. The mind under the influence of a wicked 
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42 
temper is no leſs incapacitated for happineſs, than ke | 


blind of enjoying the pleaſures of fight ; or the deaf 
of receiving entertainment from the harmony of 


Bor theſe conſiderations, ſubſtantiated as they are 


by the declarations of eternal truth, are no proof of 


the point in the view of the unbeliever.— He regards 
8 the dreams of enthuſiaſm, and demands evi. 


dence of which he can feel the force. Such evidence 
there is in a melancholy, abundance as will convince 
him, if he is not as deſtitute of reaſon as he is of 
5 faith. T7 F | X * 


Wren we ſee the ſlave of avarice, or ambition, deſ- 
troying the comfort of life to hoard uſeleſs wealth, 
and acquire an empty name; or the prodigal, waſtin 

his goods and deſtroying his health in riotous living. 
When we look 4 families where boiſterous paſſion 
reigns, and drives far away peace and domeſtic com- 


fort —or into families where the vicious courſes of a 


parent has introduced poverty and diſtreſs, and entail- 
ed diſeaſes on his poſterity, how naturally do ſuch 
ſcenes evidence the. propriety. of the wiſe - man's ob- 
ſervation, that one ſinner, &.—Whence'flow the tears 

of the weeping penitent but from a reflection on the 
far greater good he might have enjoyed himſelf, and 


been inſtrumental of to others, had he not harkened 


to the allurements of folly? and oft at the gloomy cloſe 
of 2 guilty life has the ſinner himſelf been compelled, 

the torturing reflections of his own, mind to ac- 
knowledge, that the ways of tranſgreſſors are hard. 
As we raiſe our views to the higher ſcenes of life, we 
find, as men became poſſeſſed of power, or are diſtin- 

tthed for their abilities, their capacities for doing 
miſchief are, proportionably increaſed. How often do 
we find the heavy calamities which fell an antient If. 
rael attributed to the corrupting influence of Jero- _ 


boam and Ahab? When we trace the victories of an. 


Alexander, and the ambition of a Cæſar, or take a view: 
of the more modern lives of Louis XIV, or the cele- 
brated Pruſſian Frederick, we find the groans of en- 
ſlaved millions, of depopulated kingdoms, and nations 
bleeding at a thouſand wounds att 2 truth of the 
| text, 
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and witneſſing the calamities which a lawleſs am- 
Men rs on the human rate. What ſeeds of miſe. 
did 7g 4 127 Ro his Me Fig = cameforth 

retended prophet e igh, to propa- 
ate by fire 1 word his fabulous revelation ? 07 
what incalculable miſchiefs was Loyola the auth 
when he invented the celebrated order of the Jefults, 
which, for ſo many years were the diſturbers of the 
peace, and corruptors of the morals of mankind? 
And judging from what has already taken place, _ 
we not & ill greater evils from the jefuitica 
author of the preſent exiſting order of the Numinati. 
An order rotefledly founded on Atheiſm, at war 
with every refipious principle and moral ſentiment, 
and with every Government which refuſes fubmiſſion 
to its influence, But it is needleſs to recur to par- 
ticular inſtances, which might be multiplied with- 
out number. What is the hiſtory of mankind but 
pages of mourning, of lamentation and woe ; ſcenes of 
tyranny, oppreſſion, carnage and deſtruction, the na- 
ans fruit of the unreſtrained luſts of the human 
| - ot | | 

Tx may be proper however to obſerve here, that no 
leſs deſtructive is the poiſon which has flowed from 


the pens of thoſe who have endeavored by their publi- 


cations to promote vice and irreligion. The writings of 
a Shaftſbury, a Volney, a Voltaire, a Cheſterfield, and 
a Paine, among many others, will be conſidered as 
proofs of this truth by all who believe that virtue and. 
. piety are the baſis of happiness. | 
II willalfo doubtleſs be expected, that fo convincing 
an inſtance of the pernicious tendency of corrupt prin- 
ciples and practices as the French nation has exhibited 
in their late revolution, will not be paſſed in filence. 
This inftance is indeed perfectly in point; but the 
ſpeaker muſt beg leave to refer” the application of it 
to your private reflections; as time, and abilities would 
both fail him in the attempt to deſcribe ſuch ſurpaſ- 
ſing ſcenes of horror. Scenes, in which every princi- 
le both of natural and revealed religion, every moral 
ſentimerit, and dictate of humanity have been proſtra- 
tedin * and in which every effort of —m_ 
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dom, which the Apoſtle characterised as earthly, ſenſual, 
and.deviliſh has been exerted. to obtain univerſal do- 

aination, and to rivet heavier chaing on thoſe whom 
de had lulled into ſecurity with promiſes of freedom, 
ppy will be America, if the injuries which. we 
have received, do, but teach us to avoid her crimes, to 
clcape her deſtructive policy, and to cheriſh thoſe vir. 


 tuousſentiments, the annihilation of which in France, 


has rendered her wretched in herſelf, and a ſcourge 


> mankind. But ſome may aſk with furprize, can 


rance, ſurrounded with a train of vidtoties ; 
wretched ! Yes, if the deteſtation of the good and 
virtuous part of mankind, if a moſt unjuſt and tyran- 
nical government, if religious perſecution, a; ruing 
commerce, and exhauſted finances, if à boundleſs 
ambition, if robbery and- injuſtice in their blackeſt 


forms, or the blood of innocent millions crying for 


vengeance, if theſe things can make a nation wretch- 
ed, then is France wreiched—and if we draw juſt con- 
cluſions from the ſacred volume, what ſhe has already 
ſuffered will be but the beginning of ſorrows. , _ 
Ax wretchedevery nation muſt be where ſimilar 
principles prevail. With as much reaſon 3 be 
aſſerted, that poiſon may be taken without danger, 
and that fevers and conſumptions have no tendency 
to effect the diſſolution of the body, as, that the pre- 
valence of wickedneſs is not deſtructive to the body 
politic.—Indeed the moſt mortal diſeaſes may be lin- 


e gering, and poiſon may not produce immediate death; 
10 


8 e the 338 of na- 
tional exiſtence may be ual in their operation 
internal ſtrength or weakneſs of conſtitution, and 
many foreign conſiderations, may either retard or ac- 


celerate the final cataſtrophe, and the ableſt State phy- 


ficians may be diſappointed in prognoſticating the par- 


ticular period of its diſſolution; but, that national 


wickedneſs tends to, and perſiſted in will produce na- 
tional ruin, is as {ure as the truth of 9 an the 


_ Tas tendency of national wickedneſs to the de- 


natural conſtitution and tendency of 1 
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. among whom it prevails, may be eaſily trace 
=o 


"the fe) 12 odigality. The next conſequence is, 


* | | 6 x * 
el r Wy op of the wad 


« 50 1 72 event tes from the et 1 0 
tion, and tendency of thingz—the progrels of wis 
edneſs, and its — — With the ruin of the 


find, that in proportion as the principles of f 
jon an 9 N vg 1 7 
, which are 8 in the human heart 
nto operation. Vice begins to lay aſide her m: 
and come E with open face. The bumble ; 
meſtic virtues are deſpiſed and plaigneſs and limplicji 
of manners become the 0 + hx of - . In gonſe- 

ence of bows r wit the youthful mind is ſuf- 
e up, unformed by inſtruction, . 
ed 97 4 Ag or inftrufed only to aim at. friy 
1Jaus and ſhowy accompliſhments. - A dee; 
up Which e not Gob, nor regas 
Willed are they, a not afraid to. 13 5 
ties.” Th 00000 k 85 ern 
and emula tion; an. * 0 
ſtantial 8 but i in titles, in veal TT: 


175 Every thing now. y1 2 Th 
ST +. . We fails to 


92 

public Irs! pale: reihte Or necellary, be 15 
ound of complaint, and eyery. expence, 

a devoted to 2 34 is ſubmitted to with — "oa 
Extortion, oppreflion, and all the tricks of fraud and 
Enavith ſpeculation are reſorted to, for a ſupply to the 
demands of extravagance. Bribery and coxr 
are of courſe m 1 becomes venal— 
moſt important intereſts of the p The, are == 26 
to give way topriyate and ſ 1 pretended 
patriots become as numerous, as real ones are rare; 
that is, perſons who are ſeeking public favor and ein 
ument, under the covert of a pretended zeal for t 
public good, This is the proper criſis for Ss 
men to promote parties and factions, to miſlead the 
unwary multitude, and to turn the tide of public o- 
dium againſt thoſe virtuous few, who are "ihe re- 


Wee of a ſinking state. And this is the 


time 


* 


45 
W y foreign enemy, by the Kiba influence 


43 10 dee . Counſels of à nation, to 


effect Bt, which the moſt powerful” armaments, in 
à virtuous ſtate of fociety would have attempted in 
vain. This js the progreſs, and evident tendency of 
vice; and Ton progr ered. it has overturned Empires 
and States e r The efforts by 
which the ſmall republics of Athens and Sparta with- 
ood, and finally defeated, the almoſt incredible arma- 
"ments of Darius and Terxes, are inſtances never to be 
Forgotten, of the irreſiſtable force which republican 
virtues give to a nation. And the ſequel of the Gre. 
clan hiſtory affords: an equally memorable proof « 
"the 3 as of a prevalling thirſt for gold, and 
influence of luxury and diffipated manners. 
The 2 f had lon * found them invincible in arms, 
they at length appli Id and ſilver to obtain 
partiſans, and promote dei ons among them. 
theſe weapons they ſucceeded, The rr Mead 
played at Marathon, and the ſtraits of Therm 
were found no more in Greece. Their' Coun 


came divided, meaſure of defence was «31 Von 
end, if not en i ted, and thoſe arms, which had 
been ſo ſu employed againſt their enemies, 


were turned upon themſelves, - 
As a further evidence of the tendency of ſinful 
33 to deſtroy national good; we may aſk, why 
is not America quiet and = 4 In the enjoyment 
of every priviledge and ble: which any human 
13 can 2 furrounded d "the 4 
unti an in t providence, an 
reſources, which, property app lied, would leave + 
nothing to fear from t * 2 powers of Europe, 
. in ſuch circumſtances of ſecurity, are we 
Thea with continual alarms ? Why are men of the 
moſt approved wiſdom and fidelity, men who have 
been firm to their country's cauſe in her moſt 
ſcenes, and whom we have juſtly acknowledged as our 
litical ſaviours, why are theſe men, without the 
eaſt apparent cauſe, held as objects of ſuſpicion ; 
and every art uſed to fill the minds of the * 
wi 


internal enemies, and di. 


5 © - | : 9 * 
R * * 
(35 
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| our oo Government, though evidently marked 
i with wiſdom, and eſpecially every meaſure calculated 
4 for our defence, the object of cenſure? Why in par- 
ticular cannot a dangerous alien be required to depart, 
nor a ſeditious citizen puniſhed, who has been convict- 
cedof having invented and propagated known falſhoods, 
with a deſign to injure the government, and raiſe a 
prejudice againſt its officers, but immediately a cry of 
unconſtitutional oppreſſion is ſounded through the U- 
nion? And ſtill more to aſtoniſh us, we find thoſe very 
_ perſons who have ſuch a refined ſenſe of the liberties of 
the war * ſuch a jealous concern for the freedom 
of mankind, approving in the groſs all the meaſures of 
the French Government—even of that moſt arbit 
act of oppreſſion which drove her worthieſt, and mo 
honorable citizens into baniſhment, without the form 
of a trial—and of that, which compels oy citizen 
to open his doors to cuſtomers on the chriſtian Sab- 
| | bath, however diſpoſed he may be to ſpend the facred 
hours in devotion. And why, we may further 
19 are the greateſt exertions of the yet friends 
America, neceſſary to prevent her from flying, like a 
faſcinated bird, into the ravenous may of that monſter, 
Which has already devoured ſo many nations, whom 9 
he had firſt deceived with her wiles ?—Theſe are I 
queſtions which any one can anſwer ; and they lead 4 
to the ſentiment expxeſſed in the text, that one finner _ 
deſtroyeth much good. 3 
*  SxcownbLy, from the moral perfections of the gu- 
preme Ruler, as exhibited in His word, no leſs than 
from the evident tendencyof things, we are aſſured, that | 
national iniquities are connected with national ruin, 2 
and therefore, that he who is inſtrumental in co 
ing the morals of a nation, is a ſinner who deſtroy 
- much good. As ſocieties do not exiſt, as ſuch, in a 
L future ſtate, it ſeems reaſonable in this view to xpett, 
that God in his righteous providence will reward, or 
puniſh nations here, with a degree of exactneſs, which, 
wee are not to expect will take place with reſpect to in- 
daividuals, in this preſent Hife. This idea is fully con- 
firmed by the account the facred hiſtory * 
| t 


£269 
to.us of the n the 
«i other 1 Even the Ep 1 of God, 
| not obtain poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, un 
4 inhabitants had filled the 55 ure of their iniqui- 
; but when, in the judgment of infinite wiſdom, 
| Kean neceflary to make them à public example, 
in vain they looked for ſafety to their chariots of i iron, 
or their t cle 2 vg 35 , The ſame divine 
impartiality, and moral rectitude pears in his c 
Af towards his fayored lira] ; 1; when th 255 
benefits, and forſook their Go D, they fell an & 
prey to every inyader, but when by unfeigned 
ce they ſought his favor, again they were rg 
With his indulgent ſmiles, . But it is needleſs to mul- 
ly particular inſtances, for Jehoyah has publiſhed the 
Phone as the fixed univerſal rule of his go yern- © 
ment, that *when I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation and 
cerning a 5 to build and to plant it, if it 
aal do 127655 my ſight, 25 0 obey not m 17 
San N -3od ATE 5 890 e id] 
wou t them,” 12 this principle; that nation- 
41 guilt bose with e „the infer- 
ence is plain, that the finner is virtually he enemy of 
dis country, and a deſtroyer of its good. In this view 
we find both Achan, and Ahab denounced, the trou- 
blers of Iſrael.” The ſinner is eminently a. troubder of 
Urael When he is a perſon in authority, and entruſted 
With the important intereſts of a people. The wiſe 
advice of Jethro to Moſes was, to ſelect for his copart- 
ners in government, not only able men, but ſuch as 
feared God, men of truth, and hating covetouſneſs; 
ſuch only will prove truly blefſings to their coun 
ne of the important advantages ; reſulting from 
Judy. of e is, che ſtriking view it gives of the 
 Mngerous conlequences of entruſting men with power, 
ho are deſtitute of any fixed principle of vl] 
and religion. As far as a regard to intereſt and r 
tation Will ſtimulate, we may expect a d of f 
ity 3 but in thoſe critical and trying periods, when, to 
be faithful to his truſt, would probabl deprive him 
of an honorable poſt, injure his worldy intereſt, or 


enn the odium of the public , what in 4. 
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© i circumſtancts, can Indice a magiſtrate, who 
| not God, has no teſpe& to the Tights of conſcience, = 
nor feels the powers of the world to come, to be faith 
ful to his country's cauſe ? And beſides, the examples 
of unprincipled men will be more or leſs contamina- 
1 ting. Their immoral feelings, and their contem of 
thoſe inſtitutions, which are the great ſupports of re- | 4 
ligioh, will unavoidably influence their conduct ny 1 
we need not be told how powerfully the examples EA 'Y 
exalted characters, and eſpecially their bad examples 
operate on the publie mind, ©. 
Bor perhaps the inner will conſider che text a 
compliment to his abilities, and be pleafed With the 
idea, that he is capable of deſtroying ſo much good © 
for moſt men conſider great capacities as more hond. 
| ary than a heart ; and do miſchief, merely 
; al themſelves into conſequence; as he who burned 
the temple of Diana to perpetuate his name. Wbe⸗ 
= | her a capacity to do miſchief is fo honorable as Tome 
agine, will, appear in the conſideration of 2 
| tion which ariſes from the fTubjet, and to which the 
* Propoled method leads us,. „ 
. SxconDLY, to attend, viz. Whence finners derive 
their ability of deftroying good. The fucceſs of the 
evil doer is no evidence of his abilities; but reſults 
om the excellent nature of good —and the various 
means and inſtruments of miſchief which this imper- 
fect ſtate affords. _ 4 g 
Fiss r. The excellent nature of good, and the 
delicacy of its conſtitution renders it very liable to in- 
jury. —Al good depends on the exiſtence of certain 
proportions, and exact relations, and which muſt be 
kept compleat, or the good they produce is at an end. 
To deſtroy good is but to derange 'that order, or al- - 
ter that nice proportion; to ſtop a wheel, or to draw 
à pin. What a trifling cauſe may diforder that ama- 
ting diſplay of wiſdom, the human frame. A fpark, 
which a child may communicate, may deftroy what 
the moſt ingenious artiſts have been years in erecting. 
And we are not inſenfible What diſturbances, very 
contemptible ts have been able to produce 
in thus, and nations, —Hence, to do good, is in- 
N finitely 


* 


ter abilities than to do miſchief.” "Good, can reſult 
only from proportionate power, wiſdom, and bene. 

Wks; ignorance, or malice, with a ſmall de- 
| * 


of power, may deſtroy much good. 
* BxconNDLY, It farther obſervable, that in this 
imperfect ſtate the means of doing good are few; arid 
difficulties to be overcome are great, whereas, the 
Ignorance, the weakneſs, and wickedneſs of mankin 


__ fabration is ſtrait and narrow. Much patience, forti- 
tude, and perſeverance are neceſſary. We muſt ex- 
| peſt to encounter the prejudices, the paſſions; and i 
 *norance . ſhall find but few to | 
but many to oppoſe and counteract uu. 
But he who is ſet on doing miſchief has both wind 
and tide, No ſcruples uſually reſtrain ſuch men from 
uſing mY means which will beſt promote their de- 
1 * alſhood, and all 3 f 
are their common weapons. I f will em 
. r you as a friend that — may better direct whe 
| dagger to.your & appear as an Angel of 
Light, to give the ſurer ſucceſs to his infernal — d- 
ſes. Inſtruments of miſchief are eaſily found. The 
28 the luſts, and paſſions of men, ill which 
ſtrongly oppoſe him who wiſhes t promote any good 
deſign, lend their willing aid to the workers of ini- 
quity. For inſtance, is the ſinner aiming to blaſt the 
reputation of his neighbor? He can ſcarce invent 
| = thing ſo — or mop. falſe, but he will 
many eager to hear, and as eager to propagate, 
And to fv credibility to the ſcandal.» Or is he dif- 
poſed to foment diviſions in Church or State? In one 
be meets with a reſtleſs factious ſpirit, whoſe foul is 
an enemy to peace.—In another he finds a man of a 
ruined fortune who pants for revolutions, and public 
diſturbances, in which he can loſe nothing, but may 
gain much. A third, according to his withes, is alrea- 
Tf lobking up with a mixture of envy and ambition, 
1 to thoſe poſſeſſing ſtations of dignity, of Which his 
1 Vnity tells him he alone is worthy. And a large 
* ö muüultitude 
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rd innumerable ready inſtruments to the — El 
Inquity-—The way of doing good, like the way of _ 


* 


10 RY 
T Thee ang many 
| 1 


dt 
toll the arts of 
which 


Naples credit the idea, that the offi- 
were in the pay of the ten 
And” who in could have credited/'a- few 
reer tiated, 


wh 8 — Page intereſts 
| IT its were, not 
S 
to a ſtate of 

than that from which ſhe to 
their utmoſt policy was exerted to exhauſt all our re- 
Sources by continalng the war'; of otherwiſe to have 
fudjected us to terms of peace far more diſadvanta- 


ry 


cot Pom} oe enemies themſelves would 
ve impoſed. arts are uſual weapons of evil- 
doers, and theſe weapons a caution is 


2 neceſſary ield. It is far from the object of theſe 
remarks to introduce a ſpirit'of jealouſy into ſociety; 


attribute to it, but generating 
diforders, feuds and inſurrections. There is. how- - 


ever another extreme, a ſupine negligence, an incre- 
| 9 no dime e - 


and. is often found a d ous weakneſt. To ſuſpect 
thoſe who merit our contiderice, is hateful. jealouſy; 
to repoſe confidence in one who has evidenced a diſ- 


poſition to betray and injure us, is certainly a weaks 


- neſs; The countenance given to thoſe whoſe princi - 


pl es and practiſes are notoriouſly unfriendly to the in- 


contribute to the neceſſary means of defence, even 


while they acknowledge the danger which threatens 
their country, indicate, that we need to be. more deep- 
ly impreſſed with the dangers which furround us, and 
more attentive to this truth, that one ſinner may de- 
oy much Red,, On Ee Se 
. - Taz addrefles, which the occaſion dictates, will nom 


doſe the ſubject.—In the-firkt placg, I would beg lens 


to addreſs myſelf to your Excellency, hom the free, 


and general ſuffrages of your fellow-citizens,/haye, 
gain called to the firit olle in the State. Pollefli 
with: ſentiments of ſincere | eſteem for your perſon 
virtues, with a grateful ſenſe of the important ſervices 
you have already rendered your country, and:vener: 
ting your official character as the miniſter of high 

heaven; and the repreſentative of the Supreme Ruler, 


1 cannot in this addreſs be guilty of intentional rude- 


neſs ; but ill ſhould I dif the duties of this 
day, were I to ſubſtitute qr as for thoſe ſo- 
lemn. truths; the occaſion is calc: * to inſpirce. 
Vo will, therefore, permit me ſir, a 
proportionate to the dignities, are the dutios of your 
exalted ſtation. Power, and authority are perverted 
talents, when they are not exerciſed in doing, good. 


In the expreſſive language of the poet. 


Heaven favors here are trials, nat rewards 5 : 
A call to duty; not releaſe from cure. 
O Sia, you will not forget that He who has 

pointed us our reſpective ſtations, and has furniſhed 


C 


obſerves our conduct; that at his impartial 


we mult render our final-account, and receive accor- 


ding to our works. You. will not be unmindful of 

the ſolemn truſt with which you are inveſted; while 

the moſt important concerns of your. county, ey 
Kei” 2 N 838 - ter 
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to remark, that 


us with capacities and opportunities for doing good. 


* 


terſts of religion, and all that is dear to man are cam 
 miitte@to/your: care, in connection with the other 


e of a jealous diſorgani 
pears in our public oouncikk. 


— 


5 T preſent, when the powers of darkneſs are ex- 
| 2 their fubtilty to involve this happy coun- 
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ardians of the State, and at a period ſo intereſting 


try, of religion and 1 ruin; and 

when the danger is ſo much increaſed by the — 1 
izin; Joint, whi 

infected not individuals only, but too viſibly ap- 

| 764 do good is as labo- 

rious, as it is eaſy to deſtroy it. Weighty are the cares 


of Government when their importance is felt. No 
ſmall degree of ſelf denial is neceflary to encounter the 
prejudices and paſſions of mankind; But how ani- 


mating the reflection, that our Glorious Maſter 5 
holds with an eye of approbation the trials and confli 
of thoſe, who are faithfully endeavoring to do good, 
and that his rich rewards are the bleſſings of an 
ving conſcience, and crowns of immortal -bli 
Animated and ſupported by theſe views, ſtill may it be 
your Excellency's higheſt honor to do good. As 2 
efactor of your country may you long live in the 
grateful feelings of Americans; and at ſome far diſtant 
period, pofleſs the more ſubſtantial rewards which a- 
wait the friends and benefactors of mankind. * 
To the honorable Council, the honorable Senate, 
and Houſe of Repreſentatives, would I alfo beg leave 
to preſent reſpectful addreſſes, and cordial congratula- 
tions on this pleafing occaſion. + To promote the grow- 
ing greatneſs of your happy country, to lead her in the 
paths of to protect her important rights, and 
count the devices of her enemies, is the arduous, 
but honorable taſk to which you, our political fathers 
are now called. If the obſervations which have been 
made are productive of the effects moſt earneſtly de- 
fired by the ſpeaker, you will enter on'thoſe important 
ſervices with minds penetrated with theſe ſentiments 
that ſin is miſery—that religion is the ſource, and ſe- 


curity of all human blefſings—and that laws are but 


weak reſtraints, where the fear of God, and the moral 
ſenſe of right and duty have ceaſed to exiſt. Under 


this view you will labor by your private influence and 


example 
1 ” 


and as a direct means thereto, to promote uſeful know. 


| nin i es. 
enovurage vrrue, and to Gcountenancs vice din. 
- Morality. '* 

Monz „ 
, the importance of united Councils is obyious. 
eſen S 

1 . | 
union W their country. 
ſentiments be fervently cheriſhed, and all — * 
dices, and party views be made to yield to the. com. 
mon inter 

En increatad 4 

portance to Americans, in conſequence of an uncom- 
mon connection between our political and reli 
tereſts. Our enemies are evidentiy ſeeking the 
tion of our civil , by undermining _ 
their ſureſt defence, our ious and moral fyſtems. 
This fortreſs taken, we *7 without  refiſt. 
ance. To advance the intereſts of reli ion and virtue, 


„and moral inſtruction, we flatter - wil 
be a leading object in your deliberations. -- 
2 
to avoi 
to Ggte to the ſuperior — oe of this — 
body, the political meaſures proper to be purſued. 1 
cannot however, leave this place, with a mind free 
from guilt, ſhould I neglect to beg attention to 
the exiſting act of this State for the obſervation of 
| the- chriſtian ſabbath, - I ſhall not pretend to enter 
into the merits of the queſtion, whether the civil au- 
thority can properly give their pn ſupport to 
an inſtitution, Thich been conſidered, not 
only as the great palladium of — but as 
tributing, 1 in a variety of ways, to promote — 0 
intereſts of -mankind ; and as 3 
for communicating moral inſtruction to the — | 
mind. The exiſtence of the act is a proof, that the 


interference of t was conſidered as pr 
But if any — — was proper, why not an 1 5 
tual one ? The act referred to, is manifeſtly loaded 


with embarraſſments, apparently deſigned to prevent 
| its 
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A cxeated. nature on its glorious autho 
T C 


Ader obſervations to this numerous V 
Fes Ba ano Factow CAU, 


violability of the conſtitutio As we would 
bit a character becoming men and chriſtians, — 4 
a 


prove ourſelves capable of enjoying the bleſſings 
— freedom, let — LC Tnce a 


practice, which has unhappily become too preyalent, 


and. criminating, with. un- 

baunded licentiouſneſs, the meaſures of Government. 

A practice as unreaſonable and wicked, as it is ruinous 

and -deſtrugive. Our enemies have diſcovered this 

weakneſs, and have made it their principal pou. of 
* att 
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whoſe faithful exertions in the cauſe —— 


have juſtly rendered them the admiration of 
. world. Itis'of no malt f ance to Americans 


affuredly reduce us to a level with th 
gait 
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to 
oy 3 in thoſe exalted characters, 


diſtinguiſh their real from etended friends. In 
ee 3 e does the . 
vine our attention; *beware f ft 
prophets ae e * + 
they are 'ravening man w 


ſuade you that religion is calculated to . 


free born Mind, and atheiſm the only baſis of igde- 


pendence ; that a ſpirit of jealouſy is neceſſary to ſup. 


port a republican government, that France is à friend 
to the rights of mankind in general, © 

in particular ; that the venerable character who 

ſides over theſe States, is either ignorant _ or * 
friendly to their intereſts, and that WASHINGTON 
is betraying the country he fo gloriouſſy preſerved 


92 hazard of life, and by the ſacriſice 
of every domeſtic comfort, of men, The would po 


ſeſs you of ſuch ſentiments, beware. . 
ſtroyers of your It would be unjuſt — 3 1/8 
attach the odious epithet of —— advo- 


to the intereſts of their country, are led 


— ne hang thoſe obo lie in wait 
o deceive, but the cs. 1994 rinciples will 

os nay as 
tions, from whom we are now ſo n 


O my countrymen Mean you endure .to fre the 
riſing - glories of America eraſed, and the beautiful 


fabric which you have erected at fuch expence ſinking 


into ruins ? will you renounce that Gop who has been 


1 that precious boon, e our pious 
anceſtors prefered a dreary wilderneſs, to all the de- 
bghts of cultivated Europe? Will you ſervilely bow 


the neck to a foreign yoke, and give ug your dear 


poſterity to the fraternal embraces of renchmen ? 


/ gore: 


— _ ical opinions many doubtleſs who are 


ſo remarkably the Gov, and << ang of America, 
for the vain phantom of philoſoph y 3 ayd abjure your | 
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2 ng us-vepringul, thus orable wn — 
ſin end. We have no .cnemyto fear but fin. * * A 


-- that he will not withdraw the 
© has beſtowed, unleſs our prevailing iniquities render 


rob you of your religion—bind to your hearts that 


vue the humble, domeſtic © virtues—purſue uſeſnl 


- Hind you to the more weighty concerils. bf Four q * * 4 
nm nor tempt you tagwithgraw your ſupporg 3 
0 i : 


let them have your confidence ; revere, them as the, 


f . wrath, but for conſcience ſake. In this, and in no 4 
other way can we reaſonably expect to enjoy theWn- *' | 


mit them & aaa.” wb AF: (3 ope for the pla ; 1 
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united powers of earth and hell &nnot wreſt frn ,:- 


theſe important priviledges, until by bur own 5 
d wickedneſs, we hayg thrown down our guar 
The perfections of the Wupreme Dit) aſſure us, 


Kis goodness? 


ation neceſſary. 


then, my tountrymen, from your ſlums 


Rous 
bers, and ſeize the moment of falvation—fly from 


from deſtructiqn and death - fear Gon and keep 
2 — not the arts of inſidelitx 


deareſt giſi jpdulgent heaven beware of the al- 
we 2 — deal not in bribing gold —culti- 


knowledge—by inſtruction and diſciplineendeavor 
to form the minds of your children to the habigs of 
virtue let not the contracted views of @if-inteteſt 


m on—remember with graggude your bene= #* ® 
faftors—ſet not the important of chooſim 99 
your own rulers be, f a price in tis hand of a fol, 
who has no heart to improve it“ - weigh the impor- *® 


* 


12 ol chooſing not on able men, but thoſe Who 
God, and regard his oath—having choſen ſuch, 


miniſters of Gon, and be in ſubjechon not only for: MY} 


tinuance of our civil and religious priviledges, tranſ- » 


dit of our Judge. 49 57 
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